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most talked-about play of the year?
Michelle Ryan is more than just a bit

ichelle Ryan is far
prottier, quicter and
less broad-shouldered
than her character
from  EastEnders,
Zoe Sater, would
have had us believe,
Michelle, who left
the -sonp last June,
walks into Claridge’s
lobby looking freshly scrubbed and discreet in o
Breton striped top, skinny jeans and a pair of red
ballet shoes, She extends a foot for my approval.
‘LK Bennett... Do you like them? 1 had o shopping
spree in Richmond.!

Gertainly, In terms of sheer classical good
Jooks, she is the classiest thing to have come out
of EastEnders in the history of the programime.
She may not huve Tamzin Outhwaite's ballsiness
or Martine MeCutcheon's brassy appeal, but she
Jooks like an escapee from a Fifties technicolour
movie - peachy perfection and thick-lashed,
blssty coyness,

The shyness is real. 1 wau so gecky at school,”
she says in clear received pronunciation, ‘always
in the frant row and just eager to learn. Actually
there was a bit of bullping until people just
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of froth, says Annabel Rivkin

accepted that 1 wis the drama kid, They could
understand that.'

Michelle, 21, lives in Enficld with her parents, a
Clinique beauty advisor and o fireman, and her
18-year-old beother Mark, who is an apprentice
engineer, but her boyfriend Tommy Williams
lives'im Chiswick. ‘So 1 spend a Jot of time in the
car. Luckily I like driving Tomimy, 26, Is & non-
league football player with Boreham Wood, “The
difference botweon that and professional football
15 the money basicalli, explaing Michelle, who
admity that the couple are engaged but ‘we're
thinking thar marrisge is years and yoars away;
veally it more of a promise, & commitment thing,

Leaving her local comprehensive - we couldn't
afford b theatre school but now U'm glad about
that - ‘Michelle joined FastEnders aged 16 as
the youngest member of the eatorwauling Slater
family, and proceeded to ety and storm about for
months on end. The Slater sisters were Fost-
Enders' most jconic brood since the battling
Witts family yelled their way into our conscious-
ness in the soap’s first episede. There was the
‘my sister i actually my mother! staryline, not to
mention the ‘T helped kill Den' fiasco, Despite
her watery misery, Michelle instantly acorved a
male following. 'Most of the feedback 1 got was

Michelle wears top with belt, £450, Raland Mouret at Selfcidges
(68708 377 377), Skirt, £696, Lsavin at Matches (020 7221 0255),
Gold and guarts ting, S1,495, Catherine Provast (020 7584 8550)
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